
The “God-Aware” Church 
 

Genesis 28:16 When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he 
thought, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware 
of it.” 

 
Definition: for my purpose I am defining “God-Aware” as being conscious of the fact that the 
Lord is always with us, never leaving, never forsaking, deeply interested and very engaged in our 
lives; and that having this awareness influences the things we do.
 
A couple examples showing the Lord’s involvement

Acts 11:19-21...Some of them...went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling 
them the good news about the Lord Jesus. The Lord's hand was with them, and a great 
number of people believed and turned to the Lord.
 
Acts 12:11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the 
Lord sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the 
Jewish people were anticipating.”
 
Acts 16:14 One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth 
from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to 
respond to Paul’s message. 

 
Are you aware of how intricately involved the Lord is in your life?
Psalm 139:1-18 
1 O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. 2 You know when I sit and when I rise; you 
perceive my thoughts from afar. 3 You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar 
with all my ways. 4 Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD. 5 You hem 
me in—behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me. 6 Such knowledge is too wonderful 
for me, too lofty for me to attain. 
 
7 Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 8 If I go up to the 
heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are  there. 9 If I rise on the wings of 
the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 10 even there your hand will guide me, your right 
hand will hold me fast. 11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night 
around me,” 12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for 
darkness is as light to you. 
 
13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise you 
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 
15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven 
together in the depths of the earth, 16 your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained 
for me were written in your book before one of them came to be. 
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17 How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 18 Were I to 
count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand. When I awake, I am still with you. 

 
What If We Were a Church of “God-Aware” People? 

 
“God-Aware” people approach life’s problems with the Lord on the forefront 
In Acts 4:23 -31 - their first response to a dangerous threat was:

● To Pray to God
● To Remind themselves of the Sovereignty of God
● To draw understanding from the word of God
● To seek the help of God to be bold rather than to shrink in fear

 
Acts 4:23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that 
the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they raised their 
voices together in prayer to God. "Sovereign Lord," they said, "you made the heavens and the 
earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of 
your servant, our father David: "'Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 26 The 
kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together against the Lord and against his anointed 
one.” 27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of 
Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did 
what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider their 
threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your 
hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus." 31 
After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.
 
“God-Aware” people are serious about dealing with temptation to sin
1) Joseph was “God-Aware”

Genesis 39:9-10 No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld 
nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a 
wicked thing and sin against God?” 10And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he 
refused to go to bed with her or even be with her.

 
2) Ananias and Sapphira were not “God-Aware”

Acts 5:3-5 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you 
have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received 
for the land? 4 Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the 
money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied 
to men but to God.” 5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear 
seized all who heard what had happened. 

 
 

2



 
“God-Aware” people see beyond JUST the natural 
1) Elisha helped his servant to see

2 Kings 6:15-17 When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next 
morning, an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. “Oh, my lord, what 
shall we do?” the servant asked. 16 “Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who 
are with us are more than those who are with them.” 17 And Elisha prayed, “O LORD, 
open his eyes so he may see.” Then the LORD opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked 
and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.

 
2) Jesus desires that we see
John 6:5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, 
“Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He asked this only to test him, for he 
already had in mind what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him, “Eight months’ wages 
would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!”John 6:8 Another of his disciples, 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9 “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two 
small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”
 

● Philip and Andrew were not “God-Aware” they saw only what they could affect
● They forgot that there is a God who is not limited by the limitations of this world

 
 
“God-Aware” people are inspired to “step out of the boat”  
1) Peter

Matthew 14:28-29 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 
29 “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came 
toward Jesus. 

 
2) Jonathan & his armor-bearer

1 Samuel 14:6-15 Jonathan said to his young armor-bearer, “Come, let’s go over to 
the outpost of those uncircumcised fellows. Perhaps the LORD will act in our behalf. 
Nothing can hinder the LORD from saving, whether by many or by few.” 7 “Do all that 
you have in mind,” his armor-bearer said. “Go ahead; I am with you heart and soul.” ...So 
Jonathan said to his armor-bearer, “Climb up after me; the LORD has given them into 
the hand of Israel.” 13 Jonathan climbed up, using his hands and feet, with his armor-
bearer right behind him. The Philistines fell before Jonathan, and his armor-bearer 
followed and killed behind him. 14 In that first attack Jonathan and his armor-bearer 
killed some twenty men in an area of about half an acre. 15 Then panic struck the whole 
army—those in the camp and field, and those in the outposts and raiding parties—and 
the ground shook. It was a panic sent by God.

 
 
 
“God-Aware” people are concerned about teaching the next generation
1) How did they forget so soon - they did not remain “God-Aware”
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Judges 2:8 -11 Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of a hundred 
and ten. 9 And they buried him in the land of his inheritance, at Timnath Heres£ in the 
hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash. 10 After that whole generation had been 
gathered to their fathers, another generation grew up, who knew neither the LORD nor 
what he had done for Israel. 11 Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD and 
served the Baals. 

 
2) Will our children and grandchildren be “God-Aware”?

Psalm 78:1-8 O my people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my mouth. 2 I will 
open my mouth in parables, I will utter hidden things, things from of old—3 what we 
have heard and known, what our fathers have told us. 4 We will not hide them from their 
children; we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD,  his power, and the wonders he has done. 5 He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law in Israel, which he commanded our forefathers to teach their children, 6 so the next generation would know them, even the children yet to be born, and they in turn would tell their children. 7 Then they would put their trust in God and would not forget his deeds but would keep his commands. 8 They would not be like their forefathers—a stubborn and rebellious generation, whose hearts were not loyal to God, whose spirits were not faithful to him.
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